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In early March, the government announced plans to establish a new Unfair Trade Practices
Committee (Comite Contra Practicas Desleales). The committee was formed to crack down on
imports of foreign products at below-market prices. According to the Trade Secretariat (Secretaria
de Comercio y Fomento Industrial, SECOFI), the Committee will include private and government
trade specialists who will be charged with drafting a plan to address the problems without resorting
to protectionist measures. A major function of the Committee will be to determine if imports are
damaging the corresponding Mexican productive sector, and if so, to establish compensatory duties.
In a speech on March 15, President Carlos Salinas de Gortari said he has given Trade Secretary
Jaime Serra Puche precise instructions to take immediate and effective actions in cases where
the government believes other countries are "dumping" (selling below market value) products
in Mexico. "We want to increase trade, but we don't want exporters to come to our country to sell
their products at below world market prices," Salinas said. According to the Mexican statistics
agency (Instituto Nacional de Estadisticas, Geografia e Informatica, INEGI), about US$5 billion in
manufactured goods were sold in 1992 in Mexico at prices below those on the world market or their
country of origin. The products included US$1.4 billion of food, beverage and tobacco imports; US
$1.1 billion of steel and metal products; US$850 million in paper and editorial products; US$650
million in textiles; US$190 million in toys; US$170 million in vehicle tires and inner tubes; and US
$640 million in other products. SECOFI is currently investigating violations regarding imports of
frozen beef from European Economic Community (EEC) countries, pork from the US, zippers from
Colombia, and polystyrene (clear plastic) from the US and Germany. (Sources: La Jornada, 03/07/93;
Agence France-Presse, 03/07/93, 03/15/93)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

